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formance of the rite elsewhere. The coronation of
Lewis VI. had taken place at Orleans and Henry
determined to be crowned at Chartres, in the cathe-
dral of which his ancestors had been patrons and
benefactors. For once the tendency of relics to
exist in duplicate was found useful. If the oil,
brought to St. Remigius by an angel for the unction
of Clovis, was not forthcoming, another scarcely less
revered fluid of miraculous virtue was contained in
a precious phial given by another angel to St. Mar-
tin, the apostle of Gaul. This was preserved in the
convent of Marmoustier, near Tours, where it had
by special mercy escaped a wholesale destruction of
relics in 1562.

Everything was done to make the ceremony im-
pressive. Henry of Bourbon claimed the throne as
the representative of hereditary right, he had been
opposed on the ground that sovereignty was con-
ferred by the people, and that to exercise it was an
office so sacred, so nearly a priesthood that it could
not be held by a heretic excommunicated and un-
absolved. Yet all the ancient forms were now care-
fully observed, forms from which, if all the annals
of the French monarchy had perished, an historical
student could have concluded with more certainty
that it was originally elective and endowed with
mystic sanctity by close connection with the Church,
than the physiologist is able, from the presence of
organs now useless and atrophied, to conjecture
what were the conditions under which an animal
has previously existed.

The greatest nobles present with the King, dressed